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Top Community Volunteers Awarded  

by Capital Area United Way 
 

LANSING, MICH. At its first ever virtual volunteer recognition event on June 15, 2020 streamed on Facebook 
Live, the Capital Area United Way honored 9 individuals and one company for giving thousands of combined 
hours of volunteer time to local organizations. 

 
Marion Marshall Award:  Capital Area United Way presented its top campaign volunteer award to Ms. Frieda 
Carnegie. Ms. Carnegie has been instrumental in the success of the United Way campaign at Macy’s 
Department store. Ms. Carnegie’s engages co-workers with her energy and excitement. Given in honor of the 
dedicated volunteerism of Mr. Marion Marshall, an extraordinary community volunteer and United Way 
campaign volunteer for forty-two years. This award, named in his honor, is presented to a campaign volunteer 
in a non-leadership role who exemplifies the spirit of volunteerism.  
  
2019 Adult Volunteer of the Year Award: Michele Hoffman, nominated by Child & Family Charities.  Michele 
has volunteered over 3,500 hours over the past eight years for Child and Family Charities. Those hours have 
made it possible for Child and Family Charities to provide services to over 8,000 children, youth and families 
each and every one of those years! 
 
2019 Corporate Partner of the Year Award: Capital Area United Way announced EMC Insurance as the 2019 
Corporate Partner of the Year. EMC Insurance supports United Way through the fall campaign and participates 
with the annual diaper drive collecting diapers and wipes needed by local organizations.  
 
2019 AmeriCorps College Access Champion Award: Jonathan Rosewood, a past AmeriCorps service member 
was recognized for his service as a VISTA or college adviser with one of the Capital Area College Access 
Network (CapCAN) partner schools.  Jonathan is active as a CapCAN partner in his new role as the Diversity 
Project Coordinator at Lansing Community College where he regularly hosts hundreds of students for the 
College 101 Experience to expose first generation students to the possibility and opportunity of college. 
 
2019 College Access Champion Award: James Jackson was recognized for his innovative and inspiring 
commitment to promote college access by increasing the college readiness, participation or completion of 
diverse or underrepresented populations in the region.  Mr. Jackson has collaborated with CapCAN to host 
college fairs, tours, and workshops to help the youth leaders explore their postsecondary options. 
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2019 VITA Lifetime Award: DeLee Dankenbring was recognized for her 29 years of service to the Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Program. DeLee has served as site coordinator for two tax prep locations and has 
helped thousands of households gain a better understanding of their taxes. Capital Area United Way 
recognized the longevity of Ms. Dankenbring’s service by naming the VITA Volunteer of the Year Award after 
her. 
 
2019 DeLee Dankenbring VITA Volunteer of the Year Award: Mike DeMartelaere was recognized for his 7 
years of service as VITA volunteer. Mike also serves as a site coordinator along with helping to train new tax 
prep volunteers. Every year, Mike volunteers over 100 hours over the 11 weeks of tax season ensuring 
hundreds of households get help very year. 
 
Three students were also recognized for their service to the VITA program: 
 
2019 VITA Student Volunteer of the Year Award: Rylee Egan from Michigan State University was recognized 
for her work as MSU site coordinator taking on the role of training director for student volunteers. 
 
2019 VITA Student Volunteer of the Year Award: Emma Schut from Olivet College was recognized for her role 
as lead site coordinator and as a quality reviewer for prepared taxes before they are filed. 
 
2019 Foreign Student Volunteer of the Year Award: Weiye (Joey) Zhao was recognized the foreign tax site 
coordinator for VITA. Joey works primarily with international students who need assistance with their tax 
returns. 
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