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LANSING – Capital Area United Way is rallying hundreds of community volunteers Wednesday, June 21 – 
the longest day of the year – for the United Way Day of Action, an annual global event that mobilizes 
volunteers in more than 400 communities around the world. 

Capital Area United Way will host a Community-Wide Diaper Drive, titled “No Child Wet Behind” for a 
week prior to the volunteer day, from June 15 through June 20. All local LAFCU branches in the tri-
county will serve as drop-off locations for diapers. Baby and adult diapers of all sizes and wipes are in 
constant need locally for the most vulnerable residents...children and the elderly. Opened bags of 
diapers are accepted and monetary donations during this drive will be used to purchase diapers.  

On June 21, an army of volunteers will convene at the Lansing Center to sort and bundle the collected 
diapers for distribution to 13 local nonprofits that distribute them to the community. To volunteer, sign 
up at: www. micauw.org/diaper-drive or call Tamara Watson at 517-203-5021. To donate money to the 
diaper drive, text “uwdiaper” to 41444 on a mobile phone or go to www.micauw.org. 

“The increasing cost of basic needs strain the finances of low-income families and diapers are expensive 
and therefore often go unpurchased. This leaves a child or elder at risk of health complications,” said 
Teresa Kmetz, president of Capital Area United Way. “One in three families struggle to provide diapers 
for their babies. An adequate monthly supply of about 200 diapers can cost in excess of $100 and cannot 
be purchased with food stamps or WIC vouchers.”  

With no direct government assistance for diapers, many local nonprofits are unable to maintain an 
adequate supply due to increasing demand. Additionally, most coin-operated laundromats do not allow 
customers to wash cloth diapers because of health and sanitary reasons. 

Capital Area United Way is committed to uniting people and resources to solve defined problems and 
improve the quality of life for individuals and families in our communities. This diaper drive and Day of 
Action is one example of how United Way identifies a community need and mobilizes human and 
monetary resources to meet that need.  

 

# # # 


