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United Way collects 11,000+ diapers   
during 1st “No Child Wet Behind” Day of Action 
  
 

LANSING – Capital Area United Way’s 2017 Day of Action collected more than 11,300 diapers and 85 
packages of wipes for eight local nonprofit agencies that serve the elderly and babies.  

This drive alone will stock local shelves for several months and will immediately be put to use by people 
in desperate need. Baby and adult diapers of all sizes and wipes are an essential necessity for the most 
vulnerable residents who cannot afford the expense of diapers and often are forced to choose between 
food and utilities and items such as diapers. One in three families struggle to provide clean diapers for 
their babies, who need an average of 200 per month.  

“We are so pleased with the number of companies and donations in this first year,” said Teresa Kmetz, 
president of Capital Area United Way. “More than 30 local companies held a donation drive or 
volunteered time for this effort. Some companies are even holding a diaper drive later this fall as part of 
their United Way fundraising drive.” 

All local LAFCU branches served as public drop-off sites and the Lansing Center served as the sorting and 
distribution site, where more than 80 volunteers assisted during this annual United Way day of service.  

With no direct government assistance for diapers, many local nonprofits are unable to maintain an 
adequate supply due to an increasing demand from families known by United Way as “ALICE,” which is 
an acronym for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed. Additionally, most coin-operated 
laundromats do not allow cloth diapers to be washed because of health and sanitary reasons, which 
eliminates this option for those who live in apartments or low-income housing. 

Capital Area United Way is committed to uniting people and resources to solve defined problems and 
improve the quality of life for individuals and families in our communities. This diaper drive and Day of 
Action is one example of how United Way identifies a community need and mobilizes human and 
monetary resources to meet that need.  
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