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United Way Named to Fast Company’s List of  
The World’s Most Innovative Companies for 2019 

LANSING, MI   United Way Worldwide today announced that it has been named #5 on Fast Company’s annual 
list of the World’s Most Innovative Companies for 2019 in the not-for-profit category. United Way Worldwide 
has a local member, Capital Area United Way, in Lansing, MI.  

The list honors businesses making the most profound impact on both industry and culture, showcasing a 
variety of ways to thrive in today’s volatile world. 

“We are honored to be recognized by Fast Company for our work in finding the most innovative, impactful 
ways to help those most vulnerable in our community,” said Teresa Kmetz, president and CEO of the Capital 
Area United Way. “We are committed to making sure the hard-earned dollars that our donors give are used in 
the most effective way to bring people and community resources together.” 

United Way’s nationwide history of community impact programs and innovation of donor technologies spans 
more than 130 years and leverages strategic partnerships to improve the lives of residents. United Way 
continues to identify new methods to engage the next generation of donors to address specific problems 
facing many communities across the United States.   

Celebrating its 100th anniversary in 2019, Capital Area United Way (CAUW) responds to local issues caused by 
societal, economic and political changes and has worked to solve those challenges with resources for local 
residents. Today, CAUW fights for the health, education and financial stability of every person in our 
community with the help of hundreds of volunteer community members annually. 

Investing approximately $300 million throughout the century to help residents is only one part of United 
Way’s impact on the tri-county region. The ultimate aim of the organization is to improve the conditions of 
local residents and in turn create more sustainable, successful communities for everyone to live, work and 
play. Hundreds of volunteers, including a 38-member volunteer board of directors, ensure continuous public 
input to define the most pressing issues and lead coalitions to address those issues.  

With 100 years of success and experience behind this community-driven nonprofit, CAUW will begin its next 
century with three innovations: collaborative funding, corporate social responsibility partnerships with local 
businesses and issue-specific coalition building. 
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