
Be Counted 2020 
Grant Request for Proposal 

Background: 

As required by the U.S. Constitution, the federal government conducts the decennial census 
once every ten years to count the population living in the United States of America as of April 1, 
2020. Census data is used to drive $14.5 billion dollars in federal funding to Michigan every 
year, accounting for 42% of the state’s annual budget. This money is used for healthcare, 
housing, roads, vital school programs, community development, and more. The private sector 
also uses census data for planning and decision making. 

The census has historically undercounted communities of color, urban and rural low-income 
households, immigrants, highly-mobile people, and young children—at disproportionately high 
rates. Being undercounted deprives these communities of equal political representation and 
private and public resources. For every individual that is uncounted, researchers have shown 
Michigan will lose $1,800 per year for ten years in that critical federal funding. Michigan is also 
at risk of losing another member of Congress and Electoral College vote. 

Communities at Risk of Being Undercounted: 

The following populations are at risk of being undercounted in the 2020 census. 

 People of Color

 Hispanic/Latinx Community

 Immigrants of any Status

 Limited/Non-English Speakers

 LGBTQIA Community

 Families or Individuals Facing
Homelessness

 Low-income Individuals or
Families

 Families with Young Children

 Individuals with Disabilities

 Rural Individuals and Families

Campaign Background: 

As part of a statewide effort led by the Michigan Nonprofit Association, Capital Area United Way 
is working to mobilize nonprofits to encourage participation in the 2020 census by historically 
undercounted and hard-to-count populations in Clinton, Eaton & Ingham counties. 

In this campaign, equity in opportunity is a top-priority. Equity means recognizing the need to 
eliminate disparities from historically underserved and underrepresented populations. It also 
means the creation of opportunities, sharing of resources, and empowering communities to 
civic action. 



We recognize that there are many different approaches to getting-out-the-count and we value 
diversity in our funding. We believe that the communities most affected by inequity already 
hold the knowledge of what needs to be done to make sure their communities are counted in 
the census. We are committed to addressing policies and practices that perpetuate 
disproportionality and racial disparities and believe a focus on racial equity is a critical 
strategy. 

Purpose of Grants: 

With support from the Michigan Nonprofit Association and Capital Area United Way, grant 
recipients will: 

 Educate and encourage historically undercounted communities to complete the 2020
census.

 Provide opportunities for those you serve/represent to complete the 2020 census.

Grant recipients are key to the success of the campaign. As trusted entities, local organizations 
know their neighborhoods and those they serve best.  

Grants will be provided to organizations that have a demonstrated history of working with 
hard-to- count and historically undercounted populations and have a clear vision on how to 
increase participation in the 2020 Census, scheduled to be conducted from March to June 
2020. 

Examples of potential programs could include: 

• Volunteers and staff of a neighborhood service organization canvassing blocks with
literature translated into the language commonly spoken in the community.

• A youth center might have a “census party” to encourage family participation in the
Census and offer door prize drawings for those in attendance.

• With help from volunteers and staff, human service providers may set up a kiosk for
individuals to learn more about the Census and complete it online.

Grant Application, Amount Range, and Duration: 

Grant applications will be accepted through September 6, 2019 at 5:00 PM. Grant decisions will
be made by the end of September and funding will begin late September/early October 
2019. 

Grant amount range: $1,000 - $10,000 
Grant period: October 1, 2019 to July 31, 2020 



Reporting Requirements: 

Grant recipients will submit brief monthly check-ins via online reporting. 

Basic Eligibility Criteria: 

 To be selected for funding, organizations must be a legally incorporated entity in Michigan
with 501(c)(3) status or a project sponsored by a government agency with a clear
charitable purpose. Organizations with a fiscal sponsor are also eligible to apply.

 The campaign does not fund individuals.

 Campaign support cannot be used for partisan efforts.

 Organizations must satisfy all reporting requirements including narrative and financial
reports to local hub administrators.

Additional Funding Criteria Grant Recipients: 

 Proven track record of serving or representing those who are most at risk of being
undercounted in the 2020 Census.

 Clear understanding of the challenges, including institutional and structural
issues, the community faces in obtaining an accurate census count.

 An organized constituency base and concrete goals/strategies to get-out-the-count in
their community.

 Organization aims to have staff, volunteers and board that are reflective of the community
at-risk of being undercounted.

For more information or to apply, please contact: 
Joni Risner, VP Community Outreach & Engagement, j.risner@micauw.org  

mailto:j.risner@micauw.org


We certify that all information in this application, including all attached documents, is accurate 
and the organization’s staff and board will support the project as described. If awarded a grant 
from Capital Area United Way, our organization also agrees to participate in an evaluation 
program.  

Organization Name 

Signature, Chair or Treasurer Date 
Board of Directors 

Printed Name, Chair or Treasurer Printed Title 
Board of Directors 

Signature, President/CEO/Executive Director Date 

Printed Name, President/CEO/Director Printed Title 

Are you applying as a … 

 Nonprofit 501(c)(3) incorporated in Michigan: Provide EIN

 School or government agency. Provide written confirmation on official letterhead
that the potential grantee is a school or government agency.

 Religious organization doing community work.

 Nonprofit organization, but not a 501(c)(3). Your organization will need a fiscal sponsor.
Provide (1) written confirmation on official letterhead from the Executive Director or Board
Chair verifying your fiscal relationship and (2) What is the name of the fiscal sponsor? (3) What
is the fiscal sponsor’s EIN?



PROJECT INFORMATION 

Project name   _________________ ______________________________________________ 

Total amount requested $ _____________________________________________________ 

Time period for project ___________________________________________ 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION (Character limit: 250)
In no more than two sentences, provide a brief description of what is being requested in the 
mini-grant and what it will achieve. 

Example: 
ABC   church in St. Johns is requesting $1,000 for (1) distributing flyers about the census process and (2) 
hosting a “Be Counted” census event, including a supper at the church. We expect to have 50 
households representing 170 individuals attend the event.

PROJECT SCOPE (Character limit: 2500)

• What is the purpose of the proposed project? What do you plan to accomplish? (objectives)

• Describe your target population.

• What geographic area(s) does your project address? Include census tracts, a map, or the
names of street boundaries, if possible.

:



• What are your key steps and activities? Tell us what will happen, when, where, why, and
how. Include an estimated count of households and total number of people you plan to
reach for your activities.

• Describe your plan to educate and encourage your target population to respond to the
2020 census.

WORK PLAN (Character limit: 2500)
Use one grant application for an entire project.  It might include multiple educational and/or 
census events. 

• What about your organization is a good fit for this target population?

• Which potentially undercounted population(s) does your project address (i.e. families
with young children, racial/ethnic minorities, immigrants, etc.)?

• Indicate which steps or activities, if any, include individuals entering information via the
Internet on census forms.



• If your plan addresses more than one target population (either geographic area or
undercounted population), tell us how your activities will be the same or different for
each target population.

• What can you do in your everyday work that would help promote the census?

• What services, activities, and resources that you currently offer will be used for this
proposed project?

• How does your plan ensure that you reach those who are most at risk of being undercounted?

• If appropriate, identify any partner organizations, including roles and responsibilities.



SUCCESS 
• How will your current programming increase the likelihood of your success in this effort?

• What challenges do you expect to encounter and how do you plan to overcome them?

• How will you document your outreach and evaluate the success of this project?

ADDITIONAL REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS 
Submit a proposed budget for the grant that specifies how the funding from the campaign will be 
spent. Projected expenses may include, but are not be limited to, staffing; printing; space rental; 
technology; and materials. See template budget.  

• Approximately, how many total households do you plan to reach with your project? A
household is one physical address.  It could be one home, one apartment, etc. For
example, 103-A Green Street and 103-B Green Street are two households.

• Approximately, how many total individuals do you plan to reach with your project?



Organization Name    Project Name   

Amount Requested    Total Project Cost  

BUDGET ITEM REQUESTED AMOUNT NOTES ON BUDGET ITEM 

TOTAL 

*Submit a proposed budget for the mini-grant that specifies how the project funding will be
spent. Projected expenses may include, but not be limited to, staffing, space rental, and
materials.


	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page

	Organization Name: 
	Printed Name Chair or Treasurer: 
	Printed Name PresidentCEODirector: 
	Date: 
	Printed Title: 
	Date_2: 
	Printed Title_2: 
	Organization Name_2: 
	Amount Requested: 
	Total Project Cost: 
	BUDGET ITEMRow1: 
	REQUESTED AMOUNTRow1: 
	NOTES ON BUDGET ITEMRow1: 
	BUDGET ITEMRow2: 
	REQUESTED AMOUNTRow2: 
	NOTES ON BUDGET ITEMRow2: 
	BUDGET ITEMRow3: 
	REQUESTED AMOUNTRow3: 
	NOTES ON BUDGET ITEMRow3: 
	BUDGET ITEMRow4: 
	REQUESTED AMOUNTRow4: 
	NOTES ON BUDGET ITEMRow4: 
	BUDGET ITEMRow5: 
	REQUESTED AMOUNTRow5: 
	NOTES ON BUDGET ITEMRow5: 
	BUDGET ITEMRow6: 
	REQUESTED AMOUNTRow6: 
	NOTES ON BUDGET ITEMRow6: 
	BUDGET ITEMRow7: 
	REQUESTED AMOUNTRow7: 
	NOTES ON BUDGET ITEMRow7: 
	BUDGET ITEMRow8: 
	REQUESTED AMOUNTRow8: 
	NOTES ON BUDGET ITEMRow8: 
	BUDGET ITEMRow9: 
	REQUESTED AMOUNTRow9: 
	NOTES ON BUDGET ITEMRow9: 
	BUDGET ITEMRow10: 
	REQUESTED AMOUNTRow10: 
	NOTES ON BUDGET ITEMRow10: 
	BUDGET ITEMRow11: 
	REQUESTED AMOUNTRow11: 
	NOTES ON BUDGET ITEMRow11: 
	BUDGET ITEMRow12: 
	REQUESTED AMOUNTRow12: 
	NOTES ON BUDGET ITEMRow12: 
	BUDGET ITEMRow13: 
	REQUESTED AMOUNTRow13: 
	NOTES ON BUDGET ITEMRow13: 
	BUDGET ITEMRow14: 
	REQUESTED AMOUNTRow14: 
	NOTES ON BUDGET ITEMRow14: 
	BUDGET ITEMRow15: 
	REQUESTED AMOUNTRow15: 
	NOTES ON BUDGET ITEMRow15: 
	REQUESTED AMOUNTTOTAL: 
	NOTES ON BUDGET ITEMTOTAL: 
	Project Name: 
	Total Amount Requested: 
	TIme period for project: 
	Project Description: 
	Text5: 
	Text6: 
	Text7: 
	Text8: 
	Text9: 
	Text10: 
	Text11: 
	Text12: 
	Text13: 
	Text14: 
	Text15: 
	Text16: 
	Text17: 
	Text19: 
	Text20: 
	Text21: 
	Text22: 
	Text18: 


