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Former Rep. Joan Bauer Presented With The 

 “Paula D. Cunningham Lighting the Path Award” 
 

LANSING – Capital Area United Way’s Women United presented its “Paula D. Cunningham 
Lighting the Path Award” to former Rep. Joan Bauer during its annual luncheon on May 2, 
2018 at the Country Club of Lansing.  
  
This award honors a local woman who has taken the initiative to advance opportunities and 
conditions for girls and women in the tri-county region.  
 
Rep. Bauer helped institute the initiative while serving on the Women United Committee at 
Capital Area United Way more than 10 years ago. Through focused opportunities for 
volunteer involvement and philanthropic investment, the Women United has invested more 
than $300,000 in local projects that broaden the personal and career aspirations of middle-
school girls.  
 
“Joan’s work has made a significant difference in the lives of young girls, stated Lucianna 
Solis, current chair of Women United. “We’ve been fortunate to have such a forward-thinking 
individual involved in this work.” 
 
The award was named after Paula D. Cunningham, who was the first volunteer chair of the 
Capital Area United Way Women United Committee more than 15 years ago. She chaired the 
committee and directed its projects for more than 10 years.  
 
Capital Area United Way’s mission is to unite people and resources to solve defined 
problems and improve the quality of life for individuals and families in our communities. It 
focuses on a safety-net of resources in the categories of health, education and financial 
security. More than 120,000 local residents annually receive services provided in some way 
by Capital Area United Way. 
 
United Way raises more than $3.5 million annually from private and corporate donors and 
foundations and invests both money and expertise back into the region to support those who 
find themselves in need of assistance or in a crisis. The ultimate goal of United Way’s work is 
to assist people in identifying long-term solutions to issues that ultimately will create a 
stronger community.  
 
For more information on the work of the Capital Area United Way and Women United, visit 
www.micauw.org. 
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