
DEAR MEMBERS OF THE 
 MICHIGAN CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION,
Each day, United Ways across Michigan bring public, private, and nonprofit partners together to improve 
health, financial stability and education for every person in every community.  

We support policies that give everyone a fair shot at reaching their full potential and caring for their families. 
Universal access to quality, affordable health care is essential in reaching that goal.  

In Michigan, more than 800,000 men, women and children gained access to quality health coverage thanks to 
the Affordable Care Act. The majority of those are thanks to a tremendous bi-partisan effort led by Gov. Rick 
Snyder to expand Medicaid in a manner made possible by ACA funds. Our United Ways were proud to stand 
in support of that effort which protected both the health of our people, and the financial stability of our state.  
As the governor noted in his State of the State address, the number of uninsured in Michigan is now at an all-
time low and unpaid medical costs have dropped substantially across our health systems.

While there is certainly room for improvement, the ACA has made it possible for states like Michigan to make 
huge strides in safeguarding the health and well-being of all residents. We applaud any effort to improve the 
affordability and quality of healthcare for everyone, however, we have serious concerns about the proposal 
currently pending before congress.

If the American Health Care Act as currently drafted is enacted: 

• Michigan would lose $38.2 billion in federal funding over ten years and both consumers and the 
state would pay more in uncompensated care costs.

• Nearly 650,000 Michigan residents could lose coverage due to the elimination of the bi-partisan 
Medicaid expansion for low-income adults that was made possible by the ACA.

• Low and moderate income working families in Michigan would lose financial support that helps 
them pay premiums and share the cost of insurance purchased in a marketplace.

• Senior citizens on fixed incomes would be expected to pay even more for care.

We can’t afford to go backward. 

Please stand up for the people of Michigan by ensuring that any changes to our healthcare law improve upon 
current coverage options while leaving intact all existing consumer protections for Americans.

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns and for your service to our state.

Sincerely, 

Herman B. Gray, MD,MBA, President and CEO; United Way for Southeastern Michigan

Kimberly Hebberd, Executive Director; United Way of Lapeer County

Teresa Kmetz, President & CEO; Capital Area United Way

Terri Legg, Executive Director; United Way Montcalm-Ionia Counties

Lorraine Manary, CEO; Char-Em United Way

Joni Risner, Executive Director; Eaton County United Way

Christine J. Robere, President and CEO; United Way of the Lakeshore

Nancy Rosso, LMSW, Executive Director; Livingston County United Way

Pam Smith, President and CEO; United Way of Washtenaw County

Germaine Stoppa, Executive Director; United Way of Northeast Michigan

Ken Toll, President and CEO; United Way of Jackson County

Michelle Van Dyke, President & CEO; Heart of West Michigan United Way


